A

Exam Overview & Breakdown

Total Time: 215 minutes (3.5 hours)

English: Math: Reading: Science: Essay (optional):
45 minutes 60 minutes 35 minutes 35 minutes 40 minutes

ACT Composite Score
1-36 points
Average of
English Math Reading Science
1-36 points 1-36 points 1-36 points 1-36 points

ACT Composite Score: This is the most important score on your score report. It is the average of the English,
Math, Reading, and Science scores. Writing is NOT included in the ACT Composite Score.

STEM Score: This is the average score of the Math and Science scores.
ELA Score: This is the average score of English, Reading, and Writing.

Remember: There is no guessing penalty on the ACT!
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A

Exam Overview & Breakdown

Test Breakdown

Format: 75 questions (5 passages)
Time: 45 minutes

English

Content:

- Punctuation, grammar rules,
rhetorical skills, paragraph/passage
structure

Format: 60 questions
Time: 60 minutes

Content:
- Arithmetic, Algebra | & II, Geometry,
Trigonometry

Format: 40 questions (4 passages)
Time: 35 minutes

Reading

Content:
- Prose Fiction, Social Science,
Humanities, Natural Science

Format: 40 questions (7 passages)
Time: 35 minutes

Content:

- Reading data, extrapolating trends,
comparing hypotheses, applying
basic science knowledge

Format: 1 question
Time: 40 minutes

Writing

(optional)

Content:
- 1 writing prompt
- 3 perspectives

How does this differ from the SAT?
- Focus and endurance necessary

- Fewer tricks

- More idioms/vocabulary

- Punctuation tested

- Passages for context

How does this differ from the SAT?
- Higher level of math

- Questions more straightforward

- Answers less deceptive

How does this differ from the SAT?
- Longer passages

- Recycled words

- More straightforward questions

How does this differ from the SAT?

- Unique to the ACT

- Opportunity for STEM students to
distinguish themselves

- Lots of charts and graphs

How does this differ from the SAT?
- More time

- More critical thinking

- Displayed as separate score
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